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Scarlett, a young black Labrador mix, was     

confused, exhausted and very sore. The first-
time mother wasn’t nursing her newborn puppies 

after undergoing an emergency cesarean section 
on February 3 to save her life and give her tinies 

a chance to survive the difficult labor. During the 
surgery, the veterinarian was able to save five of 

her eight puppies. 

Recovering in an HSforBC foster home with Mike 

and Christy Brubaker and their children, Scarlett 

missed her owner, who surrendered her because 

of labor complications. Everything in her life was 

different. 

During feeding times every two hours, Scarlett 

had to be coaxed to lie on the floor so her hun-

gry babies could nurse from her. To ensure that 

the puppies were getting enough nutrition, the 

Brubakers took turns bottle feeding them to sup-

plement their mama’s milk. 

“We’re hoping we can get her comfortable so she 

can care for them,” said Christy Brubaker, 

HSforBC’s Canine Program director and an      

experienced dog foster. “Due to the cesarean 

section and because this is her first litter, she 

 Puppy love: Fosters help new mama learn to nurse her babies                                         
By Mary Ann Garber 

wasn’t interested in caring for the puppies. We had to help them urinate and pass stool  

because she wasn’t doing this for them. She had to be on crate rest because of her surgery 
so initially couldn’t be in the same space with them for fear she would step or lay on them.” 

On February 4, Jillian Brubaker placed Scarlett’s 

head in her lap then gently petted her with 

calming strokes on her neck while the hungry 

puppies nursed enthusiastically. 

HSforBC dog foster Amanda 

Bishop, an expert bottle feeder, 
helped take care of Scarlett and 

the puppies on February 6 while 
the Brubakers were at work and 

school then they were taken to 
dog foster Lori Watson’s home 

that night for several months of 
foster care. 

“Christy and her family did such a 

great job getting Scarlett to nurse 
that I didn’t need to bottle feed 

any of the puppies,” Watson said. 

“I used treats to bribe Scarlett.  

                         Continued next page 

Scarlett is learning how to be a mother to her five puppies with 

help from HSforBC Dog Program volunteers. 



Cover photo 

  Healing love: Donors help Cullen receive emergency surgery                        
By Brenda Clark 

Former HSforBC foster puppy Cullen was 

adopted last year. Then his owner began 
having health issues and was no longer able 

to take care of him. Another person       
provided temporary care, but the puppy was 

seriously injured by a dog before he could 
be returned to HSforBC. 

Cullen needed emergency surgery to repair 

his broken right rear leg, and was taken to a 
Boone County veterinary clinic for prelimi-

nary medical care. Due to the complexity of 
his injuries, he was transferred to a regional 

animal hospital for insertion of a long ortho-

pedic pin to stabilize his leg and ankle for 
proper healing.       

Cullen is on the way home from the veterinarian  

after surgery on his broken leg. 

Bottle feeding puppies is a great experience for Jillian Brubaker, a Lebanon High School 

senior who plans to study veterinary medicine at Purdue University. 

 Puppy love    continued   

Now she is a nursing champ, which makes my job as a puppy raiser so much easier. How-

ever, Scarlett is a very young and inexperienced mom who thinks the job is done when her 

babies are fed. Normally, a mother dog will lick the pups’ bottoms to get them to urinate 

and pass their stool, but Scarlett thinks that’s disgusting so the job is left to me to help 

them go potty. She does a great job with nursing now and I’m grateful for that.” 

Now 9 months old, Cullen requires about six weeks of recovery. His activities need to be 

limited, and he must be walked on a leash for bathroom trips outside then has to rest in a 

crate most of the time. He needs multiple medications, and his bandages have to be 

changed weekly. 

Cullen is in good hands. He is being fostered by Christy Brubaker and her family. She is the 
volunteer director of HSforBC’s Canine Program and experienced at caring for dogs with 

medical needs. 

HSforBC is inviting people to help with Cullen’s medical expenses by donating via a Face-

book link. To date, supporters have donated $3,325 of the $5,000 cost of his surgery and 

post-operative care. Facebook is processing these donations with no fees. 

If you would like to help with Cullen’s medical expenses, please click here. Every little bit 
helps Cullen become an active puppy again. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/donate/514523464004760/2220098508173344/


Thanks to a lot of very cool pets, HSforBC received a $6,000 check from the Kiwanis Club of 

Zionsville for its 2022 Coolest Dog and Cat Contest. 

Sixty-seven pets competed in this year’s competition.  

Australian cattle dog Pepper, affectionately known as El Destructo, took first place, winning 
over voters with his broad smile, perky ears and “innocent” eyes. 

The mysterious Clover, with her sleek, black fur and green eyes to match her name, took 

top cat honors. 

HSforBC’s own foster kitten Jet won second place for her beguiling pose in a shelter dona-

tion bucket. 

Tom Castelli, president-elect of the Kiwanis Club of Zionsville, said HSforBC was a good fit 
for the annual fundraiser. 

“We all love dogs and cats,” he said, “and they are saving dogs and cats there. It was the 

perfect addition to our beneficiaries.” 

The check will buy new gates and doors for the HSforBC kennel extension, benefiting both 

the dogs and the staff caring for them. And that’s very cool. 

Call me Nick. I’m a little over a year 

old and a trim 60 pounds, not bad for 
a Terrier / Husky mix. 

I was lost for a while until the folks at 

the Boone County Jail found me and 
took me to HSforBC for a check-up. I 

had all my shots and some stitches 
from my neuter surgery removed— 

ouch! I hate to brag, but I’m pretty 
sure I’m a favorite here now. People 

say I have soulful eyes and a big 
smile and know how to have a good 

time. I don’t mind sharing my toys 

and like lots of kisses.  

Yes, I’m a happy dog. But what 
would make me even happier is to 

find a forever home where I can run 
and play and make someone else 

happier, too. Could that someone be 
you? 

New kid in the kennel is looking for love                                          
By Nancy Comiskey 

Love is cool:  Kiwanians raise funds for HSforBC                                           
By Nancy Comiskey 



It’s almost time to put on Mardi Gras beads 

and a “pawty” hat to help HSforBC rescue 
homeless dogs, puppies, cats and kittens in 

Boone County! 

The annual Fur Ball fundraiser is February 25 
in the Cardinal Room at the Golf Club of    

Indiana in Zionsville. The doors open at   
5:45 p.m., dinner will be served buffet style 

at 6 p.m. and the program starts at 7 p.m. 
with live and silent auctions, crowning of the 

Mardi Gras King and Queen, wine and spirit 
pulls, inspirational animal stories and a few 

exciting surprises. 

“HSforBC’s annual ‘pawty’ promises to be an 

incredible event,” Susan Austin, executive  
director, said while organizing an amazing  

array of auction items. “It’s a great time and 
fun way to support the Humane Society’s 

Love to party? HSforBC’s festive Fur Ball is February 25                                         
By Mary Ann Garber 

Former HSforBC foster kitten Tito, who loves his 

new “furever” home, had fun playing with Mardi 

Gras beads and a green top hat during a photo ses-

sion to promote the Fur Ball. 

mission of providing lifesaving care to res-

cued dogs and cats. You will love bidding 

on the ‘furbulous’ auction items and cele-

brating with friends who also care about 

animal welfare. We will share heartfelt 

‘tails’ of rescue and redemption from this 

past year.” 

Tickets for in-house participation are $125 

per couple or $500 for a table of eight.  

Virtual at-home viewing tickets via Zoom 

are $50 per couple or $250 for a home 

viewing party of eight.  

To purchase event or virtual tickets online, 

log on to HSforBCFurBall.givesmart.com.  

For more information, see the poster here, 
call the HSforBC Helpline at 877-473-6722 

or send an email to hsforbced@gmail.com. 

https://e.givesmart.com/events/uq9/


“Dine and Donate” 

 
El Meson in Zionsville 

Wednesday, February 22, 2023  

lunch and dinner                                             
No flyer needed  

  
Amore in Zionsville 

Monday, March 6, 2023 
10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Waiting for love: Cat lives at foster home a year before adoption                                          
By Tiffany Byers 

It took less than two months for Mabel, whose name means “loveable and dear,” to feel 

comfortable in her new home. 

“I absolutely love Mabel and love watching her develop her personality,” Vorndran said. “I 
give full credit to her HSforBC foster for helping her feel safe and comfortable so that she 

could grow. She has made it so far in such a few short months with me. I am so grateful 
to have her in my life.” 

Mabel and Vorndran found each other because of HSforBC’s foster program. Volunteers 

open their hearts and homes to care for homeless dogs, puppies, cats and kittens. Fosters 
are essential in providing them with the enrichment and care they need until they are 

adopted into their forever homes. 

If you are interested in learning more about how you can help, read about HSforBC’s fos-

ter program here. 

Mabel, formerly Posh, came to the Humane 

Society for Boone County in the fall of 2021. 
She is a very sweet, shy and timid cat. A vol-

unteer foster worked with her to help her feel 
comfortable and safe until she met her match 

about a year later. 

Her match is Zoe Vorndran, who had been 
thinking about adopting her since the end of 

2021. A friend sent a picture of Mabel to 
Vorndran and thought she would be the per-

fect cat. She loved her, but didn’t think it was 
the right time to adopt a pet. 

Vorndran was ready to adopt a cat in October 

2022. She reached out to her friend, who is 

an HSforBC volunteer, and found out that 

Mabel was still living in foster care. She knew 

this pretty long-haired Tabby girl was the 

“perfect cat at the perfect time.” 

Mabel, formerly Posh, lived in an HSforBC foster 

home for about a year before finally meeting her 

match in October 2022. 

https://www.hsforbc.org/foster.html


 

 Thank You 

Many thanks to the volunteers and our 

friends from Seven Corners for helping 
move supplies and furniture back into 

place at the shelter!  They were so dedi-
cated and worked very hard. They even 

brought us supplies! Thank you so much. 

Thank you to Kroger and  to 
Kroger shoppers. You raised 
over $840 for HSforBC in 
the last quarter of 2022 
with Kroger Rewards. 

Thank you to the moms and daughters of 

the National Charity League of Zionsville. 
They cleaned the shelter and organized 

pet food. 

Thank you Hoyt Family for your generous 

donations. 



Take these four steps to help find them. 

 
1. Report your pet missing for free at petcolovelost.org.   

2. Print free lost pet fliers and share them around your local community.   
3. Organize a lost pet search in your neighborhood. 

4. Call your local animal shelters and rescues to let them know your pet is missing. 

  Did your pet go missing? 

Amara 
Amara is a pretty 1-year-old female cat.  
She is hanging out at Petco in Whitestown. 

Visit www.hsforbc.org for information on these and other animals. 

If you would like to foster an animal or schedule a Meet and Greet, call 

1-877-473-6722 (877-HSforBC) or fill out the form on our website. 

Jet 
Jet is a handsome boy and is 14 weeks 
old. 

Click here for HSforBC Wish List at Chewy. 

HSforBC Wish List 

  Our Featured Adoptables

https://lost.petcolove.org/
https://lost.petcolove.org
http://www.hsforbc.org
https://www.chewy.com/g/humane-society-for-boone-county-llc_b71057235#wish-list&wishlistsortby=DEFAULT


Fur Ball                                                 
Cardinal Room                                           

Golf Club of Indiana                              

Saturday, February 25, 2023        
For tickets go to:                     

HSforBCFurball.givesmart.com 

                                                         

Trivia Night at Moontown               
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 

Golf Scramble                                
Golf Club of Indiana                                     

Monday, May 15, 2023    

  

Donors recently supported HSforBC 

with memorial gifts in remembrance 
of friends and loved ones. 

Nick Barkley 

Henry Conner 
Danny Fairfield 

Paul Frankewich 
Janice Gerson 

Jeffrey Lowe 
 

Donors recently gave HSforBC gifts in 

honor of the following people: 

John Cowan 

Beverly Kettery, the best cat volunteer 
Rachel Erickson 

HSforBC supporters sent memorial donations in 

remembrance of this beloved pet companion: 

Tess Metzing 

Office: 765-482-1412, option 8              email: animalcontrol@co.boone.in.us                                                                                  

website: https://www.boonecountyindianasheriff.com/divisions/animal-control/                    

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1754434438198357 

Boone County Animal Control 

  Upcoming events 

Donors honor people and pets with gifts to HSforBC 

https://HSforBCFurball.givesmart.com
http://www.hsforbc.org/
mailto:animalcontrol@co.boone.in.us
https://www.boonecountyindianasheriff.com/divisions/animal-control/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1754434438198357
https://www.hsforbc.org/donate.html


Donate to Humane Society for Boone County 

We are a private, nonprofit, 501(c)(3), almost entirely volunteer organization 

dedicated to preventing cruelty to animals. We serve animals and residents of 
Boone County by providing shelter and compassionate care for abandoned, 

abused, surrendered and lost animals of Boone County. 

 

Humane Society for Boone County 
P.O. Box 708 

Lebanon, Indiana 46052 

(877) 473-6722 or  (877) HSforBC  
Visit our website: www.hsforbc.org  

Name: __________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________ 

Please accept my gift of:    $25   $50   $100    $250   Other: ______________ 

Secure online donations may be made via Paypal at www.hsforbc.org 

Circle Donation Preference:                                                                                               
Building Renovations and Expansion Fund / Medical Services / General / Other ______________                                                                                                                                                                         

One time / or for recurring monthly donations contact us at HSforBC@gmail.com 

                                                                                                                                                     

(Gifts to the Humane Society for Boone County are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.) 

Love is always in the air at the Humane Society for Boone County. 

 
Every volunteer shift worked, every donation given, every share of our posts on     

Facebook to network our four-footed guests or share our events is done out of         
love for the animals. Every time we walk into the shelter that keeps our dogs and cats                  

safe and warm, we are reminded of how blessed we are to have your support to        
make saving each of these lives possible.  

 
YOU care and you demonstrate it every time you respond to our pleas for help and  

support. Cullen thanks you for helping him receive the emergency surgery he needed   
to heal. We couldn't do these labors of love without you. Thank YOU.  

 
Pawsitively yours, 

The Volunteers, Board and Staff of HSforBC 

https://www.hsforbc.org/donate.html
http://www.hsforbc.org

