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A Labor of Love  
After more than a year of being in the building, 

our renovations finally started in July.  Our goal is 

always to do all we can at HSforBC with donations 

of our communityõs time, talents and treasure.  

The renovations of the shelter building is no dif-

ferent. HSforBC is grateful to former board 

member Christopher Colson who also happens to 

be a licensed architect!  Do you have any idea how 

many pages of drawings are required at the state 

house and local planning offices for a commercial 

building renovation? Chris kindly donated his tal-

ents and we now have both renovation plans and 

future expansion plans! Thank you Chris! We will 

pay you in free kitten adoptions!  

Although much of the time and materials were do-

nated freely, HSforBC did incur considerable re-

modeling expenses.  This was paid for out of our 

Operation Shelter building fund.  

We had standing pledges for HVAC from True 

Temp Heating and Cooling, a roof and masonry 

help from the owners at Bone Dry Roofing, cement 

from IMI, and many volunteers willing to lend a 

hand. What we didnõt have was a general contrac-

tor that put all the pieces together. We finally 

begged the right person, and he said yes. So, with 

the generous help of volunteer general contractor 

and all-round worker Matt Lohmeyer, we were off 

and digging.  Many times I would walk into the 

shelter in the evening and I was startled to find 

Matt working hard after putting in  a full day at 

his Tri -State Forestry company. Thatõs dedication 

to a cause.  Or is it to paws?  

Our groundbreaking was in July. You might have 

seen the board using litter scoops and pooper 

scoopers to assist digging those footers. Dogs and 

cats were quickly moved from the building and 

into foster homes. Deputy Fisher just kept bring-

ing in more critters, it was the middle of kitten 

season! Our directors of fosters and adoptions 

Christy Brubaker (canine) and Dawn Walker 

(feline) worked miracles to get them all into fos-

ter homes. We send our deepest thanks to Leba-

non Vet Clinic for  graciously helping us house the  

 

dogs when a foster home was not available.  

It is Indiana and what happens when you break 

ground in Indiana? It rains, and rains and rains. 

Thanks  to the Valenti Group for drainage materi-

als and stone.  We really appreciate it.  While out-

side work was held up waiting for the ground to 

dry, Bone Dry Masonry and Presleyõs Concrete Inc. 

were busy stripping and gutting the inside walls, 

ripping up the flooring to move the floor drain, 

and prepping for the inside renovations to begin. 

Once the footers were poured, courtesy of IMI 

Irving Materials, the outside block work began 

and the kennel walls went up.  As with any project 

there were a couple of changes.  Our friends at 

Bone Dry Masonry quickly helped us add additional 

windows to allow more light into the kennel runs.  

Thanks! 

Work quickly moved indoors to building block ken-

nel walls, framing for new drywall, and installing 

new plumbing.  Bullseye Fencing stepped in to cre-

ate custom exterior gates, install kennel toppers 

and build a run area that links the inside / outside 

runs to the large play yard.  On nice weather days 

our canine guests will be able to safely and se-

curely be inside or outside as they choose.  

Our inside floors were refinished by Presleyõs 

Concrete and they are absolutely beautiful! Who 

says a shelter canõt have functional beauty?  Just 

wait until you see them in person! Thank you to 

Tony and Bones for going above and beyond.  

Many thanks to the volunteers that helped prime 

and paint inside kennel walls, and pull out cabi-

netry with care so it can be reused. They were 

constantly dusting, dusting, dusting. They helped 

organize everything we need to care for the ani-

mals. 

Very special thanks go to Denis Oberg and Kevin 

Walker for all the cabinetry and dry wall/plastic 

board work. These two are always the first to give  

a helping hand. They have spent many hours donat-

ing carpentry skills and keeping up with the pro-

ject list.                                continued on page 3 
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Denis, thank you for retiring just to  help us!  

Kevin, I hope you know we all appreciate your 

plumbing help!   

Huston Electric joined us to help run all new elec-

tric circuits and install LED fixtures in the dog 

runs, inside and out. With our indoor/outdoor dog 

runs we need light outside and fans to help keep 

the air circulating.  Huston helped us greatly while 

crawling in small spaces to get the job done.  It 

Looks great!  

There is a downside to working at an animal shel-

ter.  Just ask those who ended up adopting from 

us.  Shane from Bone Dry Masonry was at the 

right place at the right time to adopt a gorgeous 

Siamese named Ghosty.  Matt helped foster Sum-

mer the pibble, now known as Willow.  Willow has 

taken up permanent residence in the Lohmeyer 

house!  Congrats on your adoptions!  

The shelter renovations are almost done. We are 

hoping to have our grand opening in January 2019, 

after we get all our procedures in place for caring 

for the animals in the new structure.  As always, 

we are  available to meet by appointment, just like 

we have been for the last 10 years.  

HSforBC is humbled and in awe by the generosity 

of these donors and workers for all their time and 

skills. Their donations help us help more animals. 

òThank youó from us at HSforBC will never be 

adequate. Please help us give thanks to each of 

these big hearted people if you see them around. 

They donõt do it for the pat on the back, they do 

it for the love of animals.  

I remain pawsitively yours,                              

Susan Austin,                                                 

President  outdoor view of kennel (left), inside view (right)  

View of kennels from outside  

Denis Oberg                           Matt Lohmeyer  



Many thanks to Mrs. Boggs class at Union Ele-

mentary School in Zionsville for their dona-

tions of much needed supplies. Great job kids!  

 Thank You 

Six year old Boone County resident Jaiden 

Weathers saw a video about abused dogs and 

cried so hard she could hardly speak. What 

Jaiden was trying to say was òshe wanted to 

help animals as much as possible.ó  So Jaiden 

got to work making donation jars and collect-

ing items for the new HSforBC shelter.  So 

far she has raised a total of $100.  Jaiden 

also designed a logo for her project òJaidens 

paws for a causeó and created a Facebook 

page to collect donations for HSforBC.  

Pretty impressive for six years old.  Great job 

Jaiden.   We love you and the animals love you!  

Jaiden and her dogs Zane (left) and Gixxy (right)  

Jaidens Paws for a cause  

Our friends at Boone County MIBOR spent 

their Day of Caring working at the shelter 

and chose HSforBC as the recipient of their 

$1500 gift.  Thank You Boone County MIBOR 

for the $1500 donation.  

Our Amazon Smile donation  for the first 

quarter of 2018 is $190.68,  $125.28 for 

the second quarter, and $135.33 for the 

3rd quarter.  That is  a total of $451.29.  

Thank you shoppers.  
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