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Thirteen years ago, HSforBC Cat Program vol-
unteer Anne Oberg opened her heart and
home to foster homeless kittens and prepare
them for adoption.

Since then, Anne and her husband, Denis,
have welcomed more than 300 cats and Kit-
tens, lovingly nurturing them and even provid-
ing around the clock nursing care for tiny kit-
tens with health challenges.

AThe obvious enjoyment of

i ng with t he babies i's ]
Oberg said. Altds so much
devel op and grow. Il tdés al

the transformation from scared and withdrawn
kittens to happy socialized kittens as well as
sickly kittens to healthy

Longtime kitten foster Anne Oberg poses for a see them get adopted and witness the happi-
photo with 4 -month -old siblings Mayberry ness of the new adopters. Seeing the smiles on
and Ellie, who are a wiggly armful. everyoneodss ofmnreceésnes everd t|
makes the | abor of foster:i

She also loves to provide care for Mama Kitties on their journey through pregnancy, birthing,
nursing and weaning babies as well as when they are spayed after raising their kittens then
adopted too.

il al ways tell them that the hard part of their |
be pampered! o

Socializing kittens fAmainly takes time and patien
AFood and playtime are great ways to a kittyds he
comed. O

HSforBC provides food, supplies and veterinary care, Oberg said, and fosters offer loving

care each day so the kittens will thrive until their adoptions.

il woul d encourage anyone to at | east give foster
ités for you or not unt il you do. E Mmimenexperfence, you t ur
have saved the I|ives of those you served. I f it d
find tremendous rewards in helping these babies move from foster care to enjoying a full

and happy life in their O6fureverd homes. 0

As a volunteer, Al am so bl essed-mion doeed spuer o poluen,doe dC
Al couldndt keep fostering without their support.

HSforBC Wish List
Click here for HSforBC Wish Listat  Amazon . Click here for HSforBC Wish Listat  Chewy .



https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/10MRYW6E0YFTE?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR1-3l2chy0yvhx8J_rjtd8rjXTAPxzb9_vBbQ1jHWfg9sy6uwEs9kzjNdg
https://www.chewy.com/g/humane-society-for-boone-county-llc_b71057235#wish-list&wishlistsortby=DEFAULT

| have been volunteering at HSforBC
for a little over a year, mainly at the
shelter helping with dog care.

As you can imagine, dog care is not

glamorous. The dogs at the shelter

need to be cared for rain or shine and

in the heat or freezing cold. Volun-

teers come in every 12 hours to feed

them, refill water buckets, scrub each

indoor kennel and outdoor run, and

let them out into the play yard for ex-

ercise. That 6s t he be

evening for me becaus
—— their personalities shine as they run

Dog Program vIuntr Cheryl Stone pets Oscarr, and play.
a shelter dog, in the play yard.

Each dog comes to us with a different
story. Some want a ball thrown to re-
trieve a dozen or so times. Others just want some pets and love. And some need space

and time to adjust to their new surroundings. We take their lead. | am just happy to be a
part of their journey.

Another benefit of volunteering at HSforBC is meeting and working with such amazing
people. Over the last year, | have seen many acts of kindness to the animals from dona-

tions like cream cheese, sliced cheese, chewy toys, raised beds and homemade meals to
many hours of one -on-one training.

It does take a village to help these animals adjust and prepare them for adoption. The
hearts of these volunteers are enormous, and | am very fortunate to be a part of this com-
munity service organization.

Spread the joy. Adopt. Foster. Donate. Volunteer.

Thank You

Thank you
Boone County Professional
Fire Fighters Union
Local #5195

They raised $7,500 for
Humane Society for Boone County
at their recent golf event.




The Joy of Community Service
By Mary Ann Garber

It was getting dark and HSforBC volunteer Claire Haugh-

ton had been sitting in her car watching four humane

traps for several hours. She had placed the traps in a

small wooded area near a community cat nesting site to

try to catch stray or feral adult kitties for TNR 0 Trap /
Neuter or Spay / Return and Release 0 and rescue four
kittens from a difficult life outdoors.

Her patience and perseverance paid off when a fluffy
gray and white kitten lured by the smell of tuna entered
a small trap and stepped on the trip bar that closed the
door. Success! No adult cats were caught that night, but
the hungry kitten was on his way to a transitional life as
an HSforBC foster named Goober.

After more than 13 hours of watching traps that week,
Haughton was able to catch three cats for TNR and res-
cue two more kittens. The following week, she caught
the fourth kitten.

Claire Haughton holds Goober, a . R _ .
kitten she rescued in Lebanon. Altds an amazing rush, o6 Haught
hours required to humanely tr afj

trying to catch cats can be discouraging, but it ¢
shut. The | ife of an outdoor cat is difficult and
a hard life outdoors to a long cushy life with a loving family is just the best. When | catch

t hem, I al ways promise them that theydre going t
hunger again. When theyo6re adopted, I feel i ke |
After the trap door <c¢l oses, she said, Akittens a
have no idea that their life is about to get way better. If | catch an adult cat that would be

happier continuing to live outdoors, l 6m stil]l gl ad t h begcdusedt hetpestop i n g
overpopul ation of stray and feral cats and preven

Haughton started volunteering for HSforBC in 2021 as
a kitten foster then began helping with TNR projects
in Boone County.

ifiWe do not need more ani mal s S

Al n mo st cases, cat s and do i o
theydre spayed or neutered. 0 -

HSforBC promotes responsible pet ownership with . o] JF = ¢
educational efforts about the necessity of spaying or - Shee \‘1";;
neutering cats and dogs, vaccinating pets and safe re- * kil o
homing tips. =

-]

While volunteering for HSf or au g,
gotten the chance to meet people who love animals as B Al
much as | do. l'tés so rewar diGh®beragisd by et heni IBlar n
run out of | ove to give. o humanely trapped by Haughton




The Joy of  Partnering with HSforBC
By Tracey Coussens

Village Dance Studio in Whitestown
recently experienced the joy of part-

nering with HSforBC when they
created a AMuttcracker
turing their dancers and HSforBC dogs

and cats.

Village Dance traditionally incorporates
a community service aspect in their
annual Nutcracker Short & Suite per-
formances, and after one ballet
teacher shared pictures from a profes-
sional studiobds photo
animals, director Traci Broman decided
to help local furry friends this year.
Giggles, smiles and a puddle or two

MuttcraCker filled the October 1 photo shoot of cos-
tumed Nutcracker dancers and

Calendar 2023 HSforBC alums and adoptable dogs
and cats.

The resulting photos of dancers and

HSf orBC ani mals fil/ the pages of AMuttcrackero
Studio. All profits from calendar sales will be donated to HSforBC.

Our dancers had such a great time working with
hoot . |l had no idea how it was going to go, but
This was a really fun and wild coll aboration tha

| ove working with people who are passionate a
her two organizations that care deeply about v
ttcrackero photographer Jon EI Il egood. ATal ent
kittens is a ridiculous way to spend an after

For more information about how to purchase youtl
http://www.villagedancestudio.com/muttcracker -calendars.html

Did your pet go missing?

Take these four steps to help find them. I petco

- \lovelost
1. Report your pet missing for free at petcolovelost.org . REUNITING PETS
2. Print free lost pet fliers and share them around your local community.
3. Organize a lost pet search in your neighborhood.
4. Call your local animal shelters and rescues to let them know your pet is missing.



https://lost.petcolove.org/
https://lost.petcolove.org
http://www.villagedancestudio.com/muttcracker-calendars.html

The Joy of Fostering Dogs
By Mary Ann Garber

The rocking chair at Dan and Liz

Al l ends house get s a
they started fostering dogs for
HSforBC, Liz has often rocked them in

her arms at night.

A We began volunteering
after we lost our 14 -year-old Pug

mi x, 0 Liz said. i We ha
lege of fostering 17 dogs. The joy that

we experience when we find the per-

fect o0fureverd home fo

It never ceases to amaze me how
HSforBC foster dog Bernard enjoyed road trips quickly you can tell they have chosen
with Liz and Dan Allen before his adoption. their human. o

Fostering a dog is a remarkable experience even though it can be challenging at times,
she said. Some of the dogs need to be house trained or have a hard time learning a new
daily routine.

HSforBC provides veterinary care that includes spay or neuter if necessary as well as vac-
cinations, deworming and blood tests. Sometimes dogs need additional medical care while
living in their foster homes.

AWe fostered two dogs that were heartworm positi

ment, o0 Liz said. AYou have to keep them calm wit
had my dogs on flea, tick and heartworm prevention, but until | fostered Gus and Bernard
during their heartworm treatment | didnét fully g

People often ask Liz how she and Dan are able to give up their foster dogs for the right
adoption opportunity.

Al have | oved every one of them, o0 Liz said. ASome
I remind my heart that their family is out there. | am the one chosen to get them ready
for their é6fureverd family. o

The Allens also help other Dog Program volunteers by temporarily caring for their foster
dogs during family vacations or other reasons to travel away from home.

At has been a wonder ful journey, o0 Liz said. A Ha
been fun fostering so many different breeds ranging from a 6 Ib. Dachshund mix to an
80 Ib. Pittie. The Pitties have been my favorites. They are such good snugglers. We fos-
tered one for four months and I rocked him |Iike a

The Allens hope more dog lovers will fill out the online application to become fosters at
hsforbc.org under the Volunteer and Foster links.

Al't i s so hard seeing so many dogs being surrend
am thankful for the HSforBC volunteers who care for them at the shelter and fosters that
take them into their homes. 0



