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The Humane Society
for Boone County
(HSforBC) has been in
operation now for nearly
a year. Early on we un-
derstood there was a criti-
cal need for the commu-
nity to have a way to
communicate to HsforBC
their animal welfare is-
sues. To this end we es-
tablished a small office, a
toll free phone line and a
computer running a data-
base that helps us track
adoptions and animal
events throughout the
county. We receive on
average 30 to 40 animal
calls a week. Those calls
range from the report of
a lost dog to individuals
needing directions to our
shelter so that they may
come and adopt a pet.
No, we do not have a
shelter. Even without a
proper shelter there is
much we are doing to
promote the welfare of
animals in Boone County.

Our phone message
system has been a revela-
tion to us. From the first
week the phone rang we
saw HSforBC was going
to be overwhelmed with
animal calls. Not only
that, the extremes in
caller attitudes and the
misunderstandings those
callers have of HSforBC
has made us realize we
must do more to educate
the community to our
organizations capabilities

and limitations. Probably
the most heart wrenching,
emotional call we receive is
from those who can no
longer care for their pets.
Calls come in from people
who are moving to re-
stricted housing or for
whatever reason have been
unable to find their pet a
new home. They are not
sure where to turn for help.
They call us thinking we will
take their pet in and find it a
loving home. We often
have to turn them away.
Unfortunately, we do not
have a shelter in Boone
County where someone
may surrender his or her
pet in an emergency. With
the exception of The Hu-
mane Society of Indianapo-
lis (and they have recently
implemented severe restric-
tions) the counties sur-
rounding Boone will not
accept surrendered animals.
That leaves a desperate
owner with few choices.

When HSforBC has an
opening with one of our
foster families, we some-
times can take in a friendly,
adoptable pet. We have
had much success with
fostering and adoptions
yet we are limited to well
socialized animals because
we do not have a shelter
to help those animals with
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Getting Involved

My name is Brad Campbell.
I am a seven year resident
of Boone County. My wife
and I bought our first home
here in Lebanon, Indiana. I
grew up having a family dog
from the minute I came
home from the hospital as
an infant. My parents
taught me the proper way
to treat animals and the

responsibility involved in
having a pet at a young
age. When I left my par-
ents home during my col-
lege years I could not
properly care for a pet, so
I fulfilled that need by
volunteering as a dog
walker and kennel care-
taker for a local animal
shelter. I love dogs a

great deal as a result of
these lifelong experiences
and I deplore the mistreat-
ment of dogs and other do-
mesticated pets. It also
bothers me that people re-
fuse to take the tasks of pet
ownership as seriously as I
do.

special needs. Only with
your help, your support and
your generous donations
will we realize our goal.
Please, help us build and
operate a permanent, mod-
ern humane shelter and
adoption facility in Boone
County. A shelter our ani-
mal friends desperately
need.

By Bradley Campbell
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Red is homeless. He is a happy, playful boy with lots of
energy. He is waiting for a loving home. Please call 877-
HSforBC about adopting Red or to ask about others.
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This Papillon found in Zionsville this spring was fos-
tered and then adopted to a happy home.

lazing away summer afternoons in
the yard. They followed us into
town, to the fishing hole, and out
into the pastures to bring in the cat-
tle. They were our companions and
friends. I suppose it was that early
farm influence, along with my own
parents’ quiet and gentle approach
to loving all living things, that left me
with a life -long need to be in close
harmony with animals, to befriend,
to rescue, to give care, to sustain, to
love.

After a recent five year stint in vari-
ous capacities with another rescue
shelter, I was deeply honored to be
asked to join the Board of Directors
of the Humane Society for Boone

Memorials Given to HsforBC
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As a young lad growing up in a
country setting in southeastern
Marion County, I learned a deep
appreciation for animals at any early
age. This was in the 50’s and early
60’s, before the development boom
in Franklin Township. Although I
was a “townie”, nearly all of my
friends were farm kids, and I learned
the fun and responsibilities of ani-
mal care. I fed hogs, cattle, sheep,
and chickens; milked cows, watched
out for “that” particular rooster;
groomed and showed for 4 -H com-
petitions; even how to birth. And of
course, on all of these farms (and at
my home too) there was the inevita-
ble ragtag gang of dogs and cats,
usually hanging out in the barn or

A Respect for all Animals
By Mark Smith, Director of Fundraising

County, as Director of Fund Rais-
ing. Boone County has long
needed an effective, well organ-
ized Humane Society, providing
care for homeless and neglected
animals, providing adoption op-
tions to prospective pet owners,
and educating the public on re-
sponsible pet ownership.

With the generous support of
Boone County’s citizens and corpo-
rate partners, I know that we will
be successful in building a vibrant
and effective Humane Society.

Please help us by giving gener-
ously to support our effort.

In Memory - John Hammerly
Given by: Judieth O’Neal, Michael
Carpenter and Faternal Order of
Eagles

In Memory – John Wyatt Given
by: Marilyn Wyatt, Mr. and Mrs.
David Jones and Mr. and Mrs.
Randall Tegtman

In Memory – Stanton Miller
Given by: Claytoh R. Miller

In Memory - Jean Dole Given by:
Ron and Diana Quandt

In Memory – Patricia Wall -
Given by: Mr. and Mrs. David
Jones

In Memory – Phillip Howard

In Memory of Marvin Glasson
Given by: Patricia Glasson, Ma-
jorie Fox, Carol Nieman, Easter
Seals Crossroads, Indianapolis, Mr.
and Mrs. David Piritz, Mr. and
Mrs. Todd Pairitz

Your donations to our little blue boxes help pay for our rescue and
adoption efforts. The homeless animals in Boone County thank
you!





Be ready to rescue. If you know in your heart that you're a
rescuer, why not equip yourself to do the best possible job?
Here are some things to have in your car at all times:
Phone; phone numbers of local animal control, a shelter,
and a 24-hour emergency veterinary clinic; collars and
strong leashes for dogs; heavy blanket; water bowls and
water; strong -smelling foods, such as canned tuna or dried
liver; maybe a cat kennel and an animal first -aid kit.

Think about your safety first. You cannot help an animal
if you become injured yourself in the process. Consider the
safety of the animal. A strange, frightened, and possibly
sick or injured animal may behave unpredictably. A sud-
den move on your part, even the opening of your car door,
may spook him, causing him to bolt —possibly right onto
the highway. If the animal looks or acts threatening, or if
for any reason you feel uneasy about the situation, remain
in your car.

If possible, restrain the animal. Create a barrier or use a
carrier, leash, piece of cloth, or length of rope to keep the
animal from leaving the area. Signal approaching vehicles
to slow down if you cannot confine the animal, or divert
traffic around him if he appears to be injured and is still
on the roadway.

Use caution when approaching the animal. Should
you succeed in getting close enough to capture him,
you stand a good chance of being scratched or bit-
ten. Even a small animal can inflict a painful
wound, and if you are bitten by a cat or dog whose
vaccination status is unknown, you will be advised
to undergo preventive treatment for rabies.

When approaching the animal, speak calmly to reassure
him. Make sure he can see you at all times as you ap-
proach, and perhaps entice him to come to you by offering
a strong -smelling food such as canned tuna or dried liver.

Try to lure an animal into your car with food, close the
door, and wait for help. In most cases it is not a good idea
to attempt to drive somewhere with a strange dog unre-
strained in your car; he may become frantic or aggressive
once you're in the car with him. Cats may do the same, as
well as lodge themselves under the car seat, from which
extracting them can be dangerous.

If you're not able to safely restrain the animal, call the
local police or animal control or humane society. Do so
whether or not the animal is injured, and whether or not

he appears to be a stray or owned (meaning he is wearing an
identification tag or flea collar or has recently been
groomed).

If you are able to transport the animal, take him to the near-
est animal shelter. Or, if you plan to keep the animal in the
event no owner is found, notify animal control that you have
the animal or that you have taken him to a veterinary hospi-
tal for treatment. You usually can place a free "found" ad in
your local newspaper. Keep a copy of the ID to prove your
good intentions should any question arise later.

Don't assume you are dealing with an irresponsible owner.
Good Samaritans who have never lost a cherished compan-
ion animal may conclude that the owner of the found dog or
cat callously abandoned him or, at the very least, neglected
to keep him safely confined at home. But accidents can hap-
pen to anyone. The frantic owner may be looking everywhere
for their beloved pet.

Understand the limitations of animal care and control agen-
cies. You may be surprised to find that the rest of the pet
care community may not necessarily rush forward to do
what you see as its part. For, instance, you may take a badly
injured stray dog to animal control, only to learn that the
agency is unable to provide expensive surgery to treat the
dog's injuries and, to relieve him from his suffering, eutha-
nizes him instead. Virtually all animal control facilities have
severe budgetary or space limitations and must make pain-
ful decisions on how best to allocate their inadequate re-
sources.

Before you take an injured animal to a private veterinary
hospital for treatment, be willing to assume financial respon-
sibility for the animal before treatment begins. Good care is
not cheap, and many veterinarians have many Samaritans
in their waiting rooms every year. Anyone who is committed
to trying to save injured stray animals should discuss these
issues in advance with the veterinarian. If you're uncertain
about whether or not to assist or keep an animal you see
alongside the highway, here's a final word of advice: First,
think of what you would want the finder of your animal to do
if he happened to find him injured and his collar missing.
You'd want him to take your pet to a veterinarian, and you'd
want him to try to find you. At the same time, be reasonable
about how much you can afford to do for that animal if no
owner shows up. Are you willing to add him to your house-
hold? And will you be willing to return him to his original
home if the owner turns up after you've started to form an
attachment?

You Can Help with Animal Rescue From The Humane Society for The
United States
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Often, HSforBC will receive a call
from someone who says they have a
litter of kittens they "want to get rid
of". Then soon after we will receive a
phone message from another individual
saying they are "looking for a responsi-
ble home for five or six adorable, in-
door kittens". Peppered among those
calls are people who are calling to ask
what HSforBC can do to solve the
problem of roaming cats in their
neighborhood. They want us to stop the
cats that are digging in their gardens
and being a general nuisance. Histori-
cally, communities have used the pow-
ers of local animal control to reduce
roaming cat populations. If that city
was fortunate enough to have an adop-
tion shelter there would be a small
chance that a captured, socialized cat
could be adopted. Sadly, most captured
and surrendered cats are euthanized.
Indianapolis Animal Care and Control
(IACC) for example, gives cats and
kittens 4 days for adoption.

It may be true that the trapping and
removal of stray cats will tend to re-
duce the number of complaint calls
about strays. Yet it does nothing to
remedy the root cause of why the cats
were there in the first place. What
seems like a rather simple solution is
not so simple at all. Ordinances can be
written outlawing stray cats. What
then? Does Lebanon want local law
enforcement and the Lebanon Street
Department spending their days chas-
ing cats about town? Would a serious
effort to reduce roaming stray cats and

kittens make any difference?

The single largest factor that spoils
this remedy is the human factor.The
accidental loss of a cat, unlawful
abandonment or the failure of
owners to spay or neuter their
cats, contribute greatly to outdoor
populations. An indoor, unaltered
cat in season wants nothing more
than to escape and find a mate.
Many times they succeed and
sometimes never return home. A
citizen who feeds a newly found
outdoor cat is another element of
this endless reproductive cycle. It
is after all human nature to take
sympathy on a homeless animal.
This would be fine if they would
sterilize and vaccinate these new
outdoor friends. Yes, there is a
cost consideration to this but
there is also responsibility as well.

Rather than lecture the few well
meaning outdoor cat caretakers in our
community let me offer one remedy
that has had proven results in commu-
nities that have adopted a program of
Trap-Neuter-Return or (TNR). In Indi-
anapolis, for example, officials passed
TNR ordinances in 2005. Since that
time IACC has seen a 37% reduction in
feral cat intake. The TNR program has
also shown a savings to IACC of over
$250,000 over the same period. Basi-
cally, Indianapolis ordinances regard-
ing feral cats provide that a TNR pro-
gram shall protect feral cats that have

been vaccinated against rabies, spayed
or neutered and have an ear tip mark-
ing for identification. These TNR'd
cats are maintained by a trained col-
ony caretaker who provides for their
feeding and monitors their health. A
TNR'd cat tends not to roam, is less
likely to be territorially aggressive and
vocal. They are healthier while they
live out their days. The best part of
this program is their reproductive cy-
cle is broken.

The point here is that Lebanon will
never control the cat overpopulation
issue by a few trap and removals. The
cat food bowls will go outdoors and
the cats will invariably come; tame
cats as well as feral. It is only with an
aggressive countywide TNR program
that includes protective TNR ordi-
nances, will Lebanon and Boone
County residents see a real reduction
in outdoor cat populations. There are
a number of local veterinarians that
offer reduced cost spay and neuter.
Other low cost clinics can be found in
Hamilton and Marion County.

Indy Feral, a central Indiana organi-
zation that administers a local program
of TNR has offered HSforBC assis-
tance in establishing our own TNR
program. The Humane Society for
Boone County, working with Indy
Feral, is currently looking for qualified
volunteers to train and become colony
caretakers to our local outdoor cat
populations. Please call 877-HSforBC
for more information.

dered onto our property and my
dog attacked that cat and pinned it
against our fence. In the process of
separating the animals I was bit by
the feline. After finding the own-
ers of the cat, I was informed that
the cat that had bit me was not
vaccinated for rabies, and the own-
ers refused to quarantine the ani-
mal. If you fast -forward to Febru-
ary of 2008 my dog was attacked
by a stray dog and our family pet
had to be taken to a veterinarian

I was taught that you have a re-
sponsibility to your pet, but also to
the neighbors that surround you so
that your pet in no way is a danger,
nor a nuisance to those residents. I
have had two experiences with the
mismanagement of pets that has
spurred me to get involved with the
public issue of animal control. In
the fall of 2001 a stray cat wan-

for care. The attack happened on my
property and in front of both of my
children. Both of these incidents oc-
curring on my property illustrated to
me that mismanagement of pets and
animal control can be a threat to my
children (and other’s children), as
well as a threat to human health.
For that reason I will be getting more
involved with the Humane Society of
Boone County and have become a
vocal advocate for better animal con-
trol in Boone County.

Too Many Cats in the Yard
By Guy Davis, President
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